
 

GENEALOGY TV © 2024 CONSTANCE HENLEY KNOX 

 

 

GenealogyTV.org YouTube.com/GenealogyTV 

 
 Best Tools 

VIDEO LINK 

Overview 
FamilySearch offers some of the most powerful tools for exploring your family history. In this handout 

and video, we will dive into some of my favorite features that will elevate your research to the next 

level. 

 

For step-by-step guidance on getting started with FamilySearch, including basic instructions and 

navigation tips, be sure to check out the other Guide to FamilySearch video and handout. 

Tree View & Filters 

Briefly About the Tree 

In the tree view, there are a few key features to highlight. To access the tree, click on 

Family Tree and then select the Tree tab. From there, you can filter the view to your 

preference. The Fan Chart, Landscape, and Portrait views offer the ancestral view . 

The descendancy view allows for viewing the descendants of a selected person. All 

these views use the 'home person' as the starting point for 

constructing the tree. You will have different filters available 

depending on which tree view you are using.  

Hover over a person in the Fan view to see a mini fan. Click on the mini fan to move 

them to the center of the fan tree. 

 

Filters 
In the upper right corner, you will find a slider that allows you to adjust the filters for the 

tree view you are currently using.  

Fan View & Filters 
While there are several filters to explore, here are a couple of particularly helpful ones you can use in 

the fan view. Start by setting your tree view to the fan view.  

https://youtu.be/VnyBUHq9MRk&list=UULFcvpi8XvOScBogIxmarmADw
https://youtu.be/yN_ss-zaRvk
https://genealogytv.org/product/handout-for-guide-to-familysearch-org-2/
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Birthplace  

Clicking on the birthplace filter will colorize the tree to indicate which branches originate from various 

parts of the world, with a legend displayed on the left side for reference (as shown below).

 

Research Helps 
Research Helps is one of the most valuable features in the FamilySearch tree. It highlights data issues, 

record hints, and research suggestions. The tree will be colorized with a legend on the left side for your 

reference. Using this filter can help you maintain an accurate family history. 

Keep in mind that the FamilySearch Family Tree is a vast, collaborative global tree, and new records are 

added every day. As a result, the information is frequently updated. Check the Research Helps filter 

regularly to ensure your tree is current and free of errors. Additionally, you can expand the fan view to 

show up to seven generations.
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Landscape & Portrait Tree Views 
Switching to the landscape or portrait tree views and applying the filters provides additional information 

about potential errors, research, and record hints. You can toggle the features on and off to display 

what you want to see in your tree. Pay attention to the icons that indicate record hints, research 

suggestions, and data problems. Look closely at these icons next to each hint to explore them further. 
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Finding People 

Simple Search 
There are several ways to search for an individual: 

• Clicking on the FamilySearch logo in the upper left corner of the website takes you to a page 

with a search for an ancestor window on the right-hand side. 

• From anywhere on the platform, you can click on the search button and choose records for a 

search window. For more accurate results, it is helpful to click on "more options" and provide 

additional family information. 

 

Person ID 
Each person in the 

FamilySearch tree has a 

unique ID number, which can 

be found at the end of the 

URL for their profile and 

under their name in the 

profile view. 

 

To copy this ID number, 

hover over and click on it in the profile. Then, add it to your research notes to easily locate the person 

again by searching for the ID. 

 

Additionally, it is helpful to include the ID number in your Ancestry.com ancestor profile by using the 

"Add a Web Link" feature in the Sources column of the Ancestry profile view. 
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Search by ID 
Go to Search, then Family Tree. You 

then can search by name or Find by 

ID.  

 

Profile Tips 
The About tab provides a quick overview of your ancestor and is a good place to include stories and 

photographs you may want to share. 

 

The Details tab is divided into two columns. The left column displays all the details already added to the 

ancestor's profile, while the right column is useful for starting additional research. We will focus on a 

couple of features in the right-hand column that are often overlooked. 

Research Help 
The research help 

widget on the 

right-hand side of 

the profile view is 

particularly useful 

for alerting you to 

problems and 

provides 

explanations for 

these issues. 
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Notes 

Another area in the Profile view (right-side column) is the 

Notes section, where other researchers collaborate on 

information about the ancestor. This section contains 

hypotheses and thoughts from fellow genealogists. Drill in to 

see who left the notes. You can then click on their username 

to reach out to them if needed.  
 

Sources Tab 
The Sources tab is likely the most important tab in the ancestor profile and is the first place I go when 

researching. It shows what sources have already been attached to the person and highlights any missing 

information. Click the down arrow (on the right side of each source) to see more details for each 

individual source. If possible, drill into the actual record and view the image.  

Collaborate 
Whenever you have questions about certain records that a person has attached to your ancestors 

profile. I highly recommend you reach out to the collaborators as they are likely your cousins. Click the 

Collaborate tab to see who has left notes.  

Memories 

The Memories tab is an excellent place to upload records or images that you want to share. Keep in 

mind that anything you upload on the FamilySearch platform is available to everyone. 
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Timeline 
The timeline is one of my new favorite features. It provides a glimpse of your ancestor's timeline in the 

left-hand column and offers a map with their locations. Click "Show Route" (in the lower left of the 

map) to animate your ancestor's travel path throughout their lifetime. Use Control + the wheel on your 

mouse to zoom in and out.  

Activities – Where Am I From? 
There are many features to explore in the Activities tab at the top of the web page. In the Activities tab, 

go to the “Where Am I From” submenu and click on Timeline. Here, you can see the locations of your 

ancestors around the world and zoom in for a closer look. Pay attention to the date sliding bar filter at 

the bottom of the screen, which allows you to filter to a specific date range. 
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Activities – Famous Relatives 
Here you can find how you might be related to 

famous people. Click on the Activities tab and 

drop down to Famous Relatives.  

My mother would have been thrilled to know 

she might have descended from George 

Washington, our first President of the United 

States. Just remember, you need to verify every 

ancestral link with records.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Do List 
The To Do List is a feature that I was not even aware of until just 

recently. Clicking on the FamilySearch icon in the upper left corner will 

bring you back to the home screen. From there Scroll down on the right 

hand side and you will see a mini widget that says To Do List. 

Here you can keep track of items that you would like to do. I highly 

recommend that you add a URL hyperlink to the To Do List so that you 

know which ancestor and where you need to go next. Items can be 

checked off as you complete them. 
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Bonus Tip – Finding How Any Two People Are Related 
In this bonus tip, I will show you how to find a possible path between any two people as long as they are 

both in the FamilySearch tree. Remember, you need to verify these connections with records before 

you can prove the connection. 

In this case, I wanted to see if Daniel Boone (famous frontiersman) was related to James Madison, Jr. 

(U.S. President). 

1) In order to do this trick to work, you will need to get the ID number for both people on 

FamilySearch before moving on to the next step. Search for and go to their profiles and get the 

ID numbers. Here I’ve found: 

a. James Madison is ID LZTD-MFS 

b. Daniel Boone is ID LBMJ-QRX 

2) In a new browser tab go to https://relativefinder.org/  and login with your FamilySearch 

username and password. 

3) Click on the Connect tab at the top of the screen.  

4) Choose the appropriate radio button. In this case I wanted to see if Daniel Boone was related to 

James Madison, so I chose the second button “See the relationship between two deceased 

people.” 

James Madison 

Daniel Boone 

https://relativefinder.org/
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The results show they are supposedly 5th cousins, once removed. Again, verify your connections with 

records for proof! Click on the name under Relative to see the path to the common ancestor. 

Click into the Relative to get more information.  

 

SIMILAR VIDEOS 

    FamilySearch Hidden Records: Full Text Search: 2024 

    Conquer Brick Walls in Your Family Tree 

    Find More Wills and Probate Records for Using Both Ancestry and FamilySearch Together 

    Top Free Websites for Family History & Genealogy Research 

Learn More Genealogy Research Strategies at the Genealogy TV Academy. Get Started Here. 

 

https://youtu.be/-D6c1fVU3LQ&list=UULFcvpi8XvOScBogIxmarmADw
https://youtu.be/pfFIY36eo88&list=UULFcvpi8XvOScBogIxmarmADw
https://youtu.be/zIOhXZZxDDM&list=UULFcvpi8XvOScBogIxmarmADw
https://youtu.be/XOrzyE7YrAw&list=UULFcvpi8XvOScBogIxmarmADw
https://genealogytv.org/about-genealogy-tv-academy/
https://genealogytv.org/product/genealogy-tv-academy-membership-month-or-annual-option/
https://genealogytv.org/product/genealogy-tv-academy-membership-month-or-annual-option/

